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• AQA GCSE English Language Paper 2 – Non-fiction and Transactional Writing 
• AQA GCSE English Literature Paper 2 – An Inspector Calls, Power and Conflict 

Anthology, Unseen Poetry 

Other websites offer a wide range of revision opportunities, but remember that we 
study AQA English Literature, and AQA English Language! 

If you have them, the CGP revision guides for each Literature text are useful for plot, 
character, and theme recall, but also remember your BIG IDEAS and exam techniques 
from lessons. 

Past Paper Ques�ons 

There are past exams and other useful resources in the Year 11 pod on the top floor – 
please pass completed work to your teacher for marking and feedback. 

You can also access past papers and mock questions on the AQA website, but also by 
typing ‘AQA English Language past papers’ or ‘AQA English Literature past papers’ into a 
search engine where there are many exam-style questions available to access. 
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English Literature – An Inspector Calls 

Key Quota�ons –  

1. Fill in the Blanks  2. What are the connota�ons? 

Mr Birling: 

-          A _____ looking, rather portentous man… _________ in this speech 

-          community and all that ______ … mixed up together like ____ in a hive 

-          a man has to mind his own _______ and look after himself and his ___ 

-          I can't accept any __________ for everything that happens to everyone 

Mrs Birling: 

-          girls of that _____ 

-          You have no ______ to make me change my ____ 

-          I accept no ______ for it at all 

Sheila: 

-          Oh – Gerald – you’ve got it – is it the one you wanted me to have? … Look ______, 
isn’t a beauty! 

-          They’re not cheap ______, they’re ______ 

-          You and I aren’t the ____ people who sat down to dinner here. 

Eric: 

-          Why shouldn’t they try for higher _______? We try for the highest possible _______. 

-          I was in that state when a chap easily turns ______ 

-          The girl’s dead and we all ______ her 

Gerald: 

-          She was young and ______ and warm-hearted - and intensely grateful. 

-          I’m rather more – _____ – by this business than I probably appear to be  

Inspector: 

-          He creates at once an impression of _________, solidity, and purposefulness 

-          It’s better to ask for the _______ than to _____ it 
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Prac�ce Exam Ques�ons  

 

 

Student-Friendly Mark Scheme 

(Use this to self-assess) 

| 1–2 | Simple ideas. Basic understanding. May repeat the question. Limited reference 
to text. | 1–8 | 
| 3–4 | Clear points with some explanation. Uses some relevant quotations. Some 
context. | 9–16 | 
| 5–6 | Detailed analysis with developed interpretations. Good use of evidence. Context 
is relevant and well-integrated. | 17–24 | 
| 7–8 | Insightful, analytical response. Excellent evidence and exploration of 
language/form/context. Perceptive and conceptual. | 25–30 | 
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Power and Conflict Poetry 

 

 

Ozymandias 
Big Ideas: 

• Power of nature greater than the 
power of man 

• Arrogance and pride of humans – 
identity 

References: 
‘a shattered visage’  
‘Boundless and bare’ 
‘I am Ozymandias, King of Kings’ 
‘Look on, ye mighty, and despair’ 

London 
Big Ideas: 

• Anger at the suffering of the 
lower classes caused by those in 
power 

• Corruption of human power 
References: 
‘Marks of weakness, marks of woe’ 
‘the mind-forged manacles’ 
‘blackening church’ 
‘runs in blood down palace walls’ 

The Prelude 
Big Ideas: 

• Power of nature/insignificance of 
man 

• Presence/significance of a 
higher power 

References: 
‘a huge pean, black and huge’ 
‘there was a darkness’ 
‘troubled pleasure’ 
‘and were a trouble to my dreams’ 

Exposure 
Big Ideas: 

• Power of nature over man – 
nature as the enemy 

• Reality of life in conflict (multiple 
people) 

References: 
‘the merciless iced East winds’ 
‘but nothing happens’ 
‘what are we doing here?’ 
‘is it ok that we are dying?’ 

Storm on the Island 
Big Ideas: 

• Power of nature/insignificance of 
human power 

• The power and beauty of nature 
References: 
‘we are prepared’ vs. ‘’we just sit tight’ 
‘spits like a tame cat turned savage’ 

Bayonet Charge 
Big Ideas: 

• Reality of conflict – soldier’s 
experience of horror 

• Power of man – even nature is 
caught up in the conflict 

References: 
‘Suddenly he awoke and was running’ 
‘The patriotic tear’ 
‘the yellow hare that rolled like a flame’ 

Checking Out Me History 
Big Ideas: 

• Power of identity and cultural 
heritage  

• Conflict between dominant 
historical narratives and 
suppressed voices 

References: 
‘I carving out me identity’ 
‘Dem tell me’ 
‘Bandage up me eye with me own history’ 
‘Blind me to me own identity’ 

Kamikaze 
Big Ideas: 

• The power of personal choice 
and conscience in the face of 
national duty 

• Conflict between honour, 
shame, and family loyalty 

References: 
‘Strung out like bunting’ 
‘They treated him as though he no longer 
existed’ 
‘We too learned to be silent’ 

My Last Duchess 
Big Ideas: 

• Abuse of power and control in 
relationships 

• Arrogance, pride, and the 
corrupting nature of absolute 
authority 

References: 
‘I gave commands; then all smiles 
stopped together’ 
‘Notice Neptune/ taming a sea-horse’ 
‘My gift of a nine-hundred-years-old 
name’ 

Poppies 
Big Ideas: 

• Personal grief and the lasting 
emotional impact of conflict on 
those left behind 

• Conflict between public 
remembrance and private loss 

References: 
‘I traced the inscriptions on the war 
memorial’ 
‘The world overflowing like a treasure 
chest’ 
‘Sellotape bandaged around my hand’ 

Remains 
Big Ideas: 

• Psychological trauma and guilt 
caused by conflict 

• Dehumanisation and moral 
conflict in war 

References: 
‘His blood-shadow stays on the street’ 
‘Probably armed, possibly not’ 
‘His bloody life in my bloody hands’ 
‘Tosses his guts back into his body’ 
‘End of story, except not really’ 

The Charge of the Light Brigade 
Big Ideas: 

• Bravery and honour of soldiers  
• The futility of war and blind 

obedience 
References: 
‘Theirs not to reason why / Theirs but to do 
and die’ 
‘Boldly they rode and well’ 
‘Into the valley of Death’ 
‘Cannon to right of them… cannon to left 
of them’  
 

The Emigree 
Big Ideas: 

• Power of memory and identity 
tied to place 

• Conflict between idealised 
memory and harsh reality 

References: 
‘My memory of it is sunlight-clear’ 
‘That child’s vocabulary I carried here’ 
‘The frontiers rise between us’ 

Tissue 
Big Ideas: 

• Fragility of human power  
• Transience of life and the 

enduring power of human 
connection 

References: 
‘Paper that lets the light shine through’ 
‘If buildings were paper…’ 
‘Paper thinned by age or touching’ 
‘Might fly our lives like paper kites’ 

War Photographer 
Big Ideas: 

• Emotional detachment vs 
internal conflict  

• Society’s indifference to distant 
conflict 

References: 
‘He has a job to do’ 
‘The reader’s eyeballs prick / with tears 
between the bath and pre-lunch beers’ 
‘They do not care’ 
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1. Fill in the Blanks  2. What are the connota�ons? 

Ozymandias (Shelley) 

“Look on my Works, ye Mighty, and ________!” 

“Nothing beside ________.” 

London (Blake) 

“In every cry of every Man, / In every ________ of fear.” 

“The mind-forg’d ________ I hear.” 

Extract from The Prelude (Wordsworth) 

“A huge peak, black and ________.” 

“Troubled pleasure”  

My Last Duchess (Browning) 

“I gave commands; / Then all ________ smiles stopped together.” 

“That’s my last Duchess painted on the ________.” 

The Charge of the Light Brigade (Tennyson) 

“Theirs not to reason why, / Theirs but to do and ________.” 

“Into the valley of ________.” 

Exposure (Owen) 

“Our brains ache, in the merciless ________ east winds.” 

“But nothing ________.” 

Storm on the Island (Heaney) 

“We are prepared: we build our houses ________.” 

“It is a huge ________ that we fear.” 

Bayonet Charge (Hughes) 

“Suddenly he awoke and was running – raw / In raw-________.” 

“He lugged a rifle numb as a ________ arm.” 

Remains (Armitage) 

“Probably armed, possibly ________.” 

“His bloody life in my bloody ________.” 
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Poppies (Weir) 

“I pinned one onto your ________, / Spasms of paper red.” 

“Released a songbird from its ________.” 

War Photographer (Duffy) 

“Spools of suffering set out in ordered ________.” 

“A hundred agonies in black-and-white / From which his editor will pick out ________.” 

Tissue (Dharker) 

“Paper that lets the ________ shine through.” 

“Turned into your skin.” – linking paper and ________. 

The Émigrée (Rumens) 

“It may be at war, it may be ________ by an authoritarian figure.” 

“My shadow falls as evidence of ________ sunlight.” 

Kamikaze (Garland) 

“A one-way / journey into ________.” 

“Which had been the better way to ________.” 

Checking Out Me History (Agard) 

“Bandage up me eye with me own ________ history.” 

“But now I checking out me own ________.” 
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Level Student-Friendly Descrip�on 

1–6 
marks 

I wrote a little about the poems, but mostly just said what happens. Limited 
quotations. 

7–12 
marks 

I explained some meanings and ideas in the poems. I used a few quotes and 
spotted some techniques. I started to compare. 

13–18 
marks 

I explained the poets’ ideas in detail, using quotations. I explored how 
language/structure shows feelings or ideas. I compared clearly. 

19–24 
marks 

I explored both poems really well, using quotations to back me up. I analysed 
language/structure/form in depth. My comparisons were thoughtful. 

25–30 
marks 

I explored both poems with insight and detail. I thought about context, 
language, structure and form. My comparisons were sharp and convincing 
throughout. 
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Level Student-Friendly Descrip�on 

1–6 
marks 

I gave a simple description of what the poem is about. I picked out a few 
words/phrases. 

7–12 
marks 

I explained some ideas/feelings in the poem with some quotations. I made 
some comments on language or structure. 

13–18 
marks 

I analysed the poem’s ideas and feelings clearly. I used quotations and 
explained how language/structure create effects. 

19–24 
marks 

I explored the poem in depth. I used detailed quotations and analysed how 
the poet’s choices create meaning. I wrote with insight and originality. 
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Level Student-Friendly Descrip�on 

1–2 
marks 

I gave a very simple comparison (e.g., what each poem is about). 

3–4 
marks 

I compared some ideas or feelings from the poems. I used a quote or two. 

5–6 
marks 

I compared the poets’ methods as well as the ideas. I used quotations and 
explained some effects. 

7–8 
marks 

I compared the poems thoughtfully, analysing both ideas and methods. I used 
evidence well and explained the writers’ choices with detail. 
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Language Paper 2 
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Q5 

“Some people believe that social media has brought people closer together. Others 
argue that it has created distance and made communication worse.” 

Write an article for a newspaper in which you explain your point of view on this 
statement. 

AO5: Content and Organisation. Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and 
adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and audiences. Organise information and 
ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of texts. 
BIG 
IDEA/CENTRAL 
ARGUMENT 

Register Purpose Vocabulary/language 
devices 

Structural 
features 

Use of ideas 

7-9 Some 
success 

Attempts to 
match 
register to 
audience 

Attempts to 
match 
purpose 

Some variation of 
vocabulary, some 
language devices 

Attempts to use 
structural 
features, some 
paragraphing, 
attempts to use 
discourse 
markers 

Some linked and 
relevant ideas 

10-
12 

Some 
sustained 
attempt to 
meet needs 
of audience 

Some 
sustained 
attempt to 
match 
purpose 

Conscious use of 
vocabulary, some use of 
linguistic devices 

Some use of 
structural 
features, some 
use of 
paragraphs, 
some discourse 
markers 

Increasing variety 
of linked, relevant 
ideas 

13-
15 

Consistent, 
clear 

Generally 
matched to 
audience 

Generally 
matched to 
purpose 

Vocabulary clearly 
chosen for effect, 
appropriate use of 
language devices 

Usually coherent 
paragraphs, a 
range of 
discourse 
markers 

Connected ideas, 
engaging 
 

16-
18 

Consistently 
matched to 
audience 

Consistently 
matched to 
audience 

Increasingly 
sophisticated 
vocabulary and 
phrasing, chosen for 
effect, a range of 
successful language 
devices 

Effective, 
coherent 
paragraphs, 
integrated 
discourse 
markers 

Clear, connected 
ideas, engaging 

19-
21 

Compelling, 
convincing 

Consistently 
matched to 
audience 

Convincingly 
matched to 
purpose 

Extensive vocabulary, 
conscious crafting of 
linguistic devices 

Varied and 
effective 
structural 
features, 
consistently 
coherent use of 
paragraphs, 
integrated 
discourse 
markers 

Highly engaging, a 
range of complex 
ideas 

22-
24 

Convincing 
and 
compelling 

Assuredly 
matched to 
purpose 

Extensive and ambitious 
vocabulary, sustained 
crafting of linguistic 
devices 

Varied and 
inventive use of 
structural 
features, fluently 
linked 
paragraphs with 
seamlessly 
integrated 
discourse 
markers 

Compelling, 
incorporating a 
range of 
convincing and 
complex ideas 

 


